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How do Washington’s wipes exclusions differ from EPA? 
1. Ecology does not allow disposal of solvent-contaminated wipes managed under this exclusion at a

municipal landfill or non-dangerous waste incinerator.

2. Wipes that designate only for state criteria may be managed under these exclusions.

Oily rags 
You may manage rags or wipes contaminated with free flowing used oil under the used oil rules if the used oil 
has not been removed or separated from the rag. 

If you have drained, squeezed, centrifuged, etc. your wipes to remove free flowing used oil, they are 
considered solid waste and must be designated.

Paint and stain-contaminated rags 
Wipes contaminated with paints and stains that include a solvent chemical as an ingredient typically do not 
meet the listing description under WAC 173-303-082 for F001-F005 listed waste. 
However, wipes used with solvents (such as mineral spirits and paint thinners) to clean painted or stained 
surfaces may qualify if they: 

• Are not contaminated with a listed dangerous waste (other than solvents).
• Do not designate as a federal toxic waste from non-solvent contaminants (like TCLP metals).

Paint and stain-contaminated rags may also be eligible for the wipes exclusions if they designate only for state-
criteria found in WAC 173-303-100 (such as WT02 for toxicity).

Still unsure?
If you’re unsure whether your wipes qualify under the “solvent-contaminated wipes” definition, contact a 
hazardous waste specialist at one of Ecology’s regional offices. 


